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Examiner 

Thuan N. Du 



Applicant(s) 
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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 December 1999 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 11-15 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-10 and 16-19 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)\Z\ approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attach ment(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) ^ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 3 . 

2) n Notice of Draflsperson*s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Infonnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 6) Q Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PT0.326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

L Claims 1-10 and 16-19, drawn to system reconfiguration, classified in class 713, 
subclass 100. 

II. Claims 11-15, drawn to system configuration, classified in class 713, subclass 1. 

2. Inventions Group I and Group II are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the 
instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination 
as claimed because the invention of Group I is how to restore the known-good configuration. 
The subcombination has separate utility such as how to determine store the configuration. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

5. During a telephone conversation with John M. Dahl on July 31, 2002 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-10 and 16- 
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19. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 1 1-15 withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being 
drawn to a non- elected invention. 

6. Claims 1-10 and 16-19 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 1,9, 16 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ward "Linux Kernel HO WTO," November 22, 1994. 

9. Regarding claim 1, Ward teaches a method of providing a known-good configuration for 
a computer comprising the steps of 

storing a known- good computer configuration [p. 9, lines 4-5 of first paragraph]; and 
restoring the known-good configuration via non-interactive user input [p. 9, lines 1-7 of 
paragraph 3]. 

10. Regarding claim 9, Ward teaches a method of restoring a known-good configuration 
comprises actuating a non-interactive user input that causes sofl^vare executing on the computer 
to restore the known-good configuration [p. 9, lines 1-7 of paragraph 3]V 



* The act of changing the boot image in LILO configuration file is done by the user (non-interactive user input). 
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11. Regarding claims 16, 18 and 19, Ward teaches the claimed method steps. Therefore, 
Ward teaches the apparatus to implement the claimed method steps. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ward "Linux Kernel HO WTO," November 22, 1994. 

14. Regarding claims 2, 10 and 17, Ward teaches the use of a special-purpose keyboard key 
(Shift key) to interrupt the system before the system boot up [p. 9, lines 9-10 of third paragraph]. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use any other keys or 
switch as the non-interactive user input. 

15. Regarding claims 3 and 5, Ward discloses the known-good configuration comprises 
hardware and/or software configuration [pages 1-2, parts 2.1-2.3]. 

16. Regarding claim 7, it is the matter of design choice to store the known-good 
configuration incrementally comprising those changes made to the configuration since a previous 
stored configuration or overwriting the previous stored configuration. 

17. Regarding claim 8, it is the matter of design choice to use one of the devices consisting of 
a hard disk drive, a diskette, a network server, and a hard disk protected area to store the known- 
good configuration. 
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18. Claims 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ward 
"Linux Kernel HO WTO," November 22, 1994 and Applicant's admission of prior art [AAPA]. 

19. Regarding claim 4, Ward does not detail the hardware configuration comprises at least 
one configuration component of selected from the group consisting of address space data, IRQ 
data, DMA data, DMI data, and plug and play hardware configuration data. 

AAPA discloses the hardware configuration comprises at least one configuration 
component of selected from the group consisting of address space data, IRQ data, DMA data, 
DMI data, and plug and play hardware configuration data [Application's specification, p. 2, Unes 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Ward and AAPA because it would clearly show Ward's 
hardware configuration list. 

20. Regarding claim 6, AAPA discloses the software configuration comprises at least one 
configuration component of selected from the group consisting of .sys file data, ,ini file data, 
operating system configuration file data, Microsoft Windows registry data, and hardware device 
driver files [Application's specification, p. 1, lines 19-21]. 



21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan N. Du whose telephone number is (703) 308-6292 
or via e-mail, thuan.du@uspto*gov. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 
9:00 AM -5:30 PM, EST. 



1-2]. 



Conclusion 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on (703) 305-9717. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
as follow: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 



(703) 746-7238 
(703) 746-7239 
(703) 746-7240 



[After Final Communication] 
[Official Communication] 
[Non-Official Communication] 



and/or: 



(703) 746-5668 (use this fax number, only after approval by Examiner, for 



INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" conununication). 




Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 



THOMAS LEE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 



Thuan N. Du 
July 31, 2002 



